the instrument or upon a paper attached thereto or partly upon
each. Such note must be made within a reasonable time after
dishonour and must specif}7 the date of dishonour, or if the
instrument has not been expressly dishonoured, the reason
why the holder treats it as dishonoured and the notary's
charges.

Noting by a Notary is a method of obtaining unimpeachable
evidence of the fact of dishonour of a negotiable instrument.
It is a record made by an Officer known as the Notary Public
on a dishonoured bill or upon a paper attached to it.

396. Ram Pratap has a Savings Bank Account, with cheque
facility, in Andhra Bank, Sultan Bazar Branch. He has to pay an
amount of Rs. 5,000/- to M.D. Electronics and when they
insisted on payment of the amount due, Ram Pratap gave a
cheque in favour of M/s. M.D. Electronics drawn on Andhra
Bank. Ram Pratap has no amount to the credit of his S.B. Account
in the Bank. So, the Bank returned the cheque with an endorsement
that the amount is insufficient to honour the cheque. Whether
Ram Pratap is liable for any offence and what steps have to be
taken by M/s. M.D.Electronics against Ram Pratap?

Under Section 138 of the Negotiable Instruments Act, 1881,
where any cheque drawn by a person on anaccount maintained
by him with a banker for payment of any amount of money to
another person from out of that account for the discharge, in
whole or in part, of any debt or other liability, is returned by
the bank unpaid, either because of the amount of >money
standing to the credit of that account is insufficient to honour
the cheque or that it exceeds the amount arranged to be paid
from that account by ah agreement made with that bank, such
person shall be deemed to have committed an offence and
shall, without prejudice to any other provision of this Act, be
punished with imprisonment for a term which may extend to
one year or with fine which may extend to twice the amount
of'the cheque or with both.

Before prosecuting the person who issued the cheque without
sufficient amount, the following conditions have to be fulfilled
by the payee, (a) The cheque has to be presented to the Bank
within a period of six months from the date on which it is
drawn or within the period of its validity, whichever is
earlier; (b) The payee or the holder in due course of the
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